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Sutro Reservoir Upgrade on Schedule—Completion by Early 2015
Seismic upgrade of the Sutro Reservoir continues on
schedule, with retrofit of the East Basin (the second half
of the project) nearing completion. Currently crews are in
the process of covering the exposed basin with a restored
new roof in addition to reinforcing the walls, putting in
new reservoir liner and installing a new electrical system.
Most of the major concrete pours are done, refilling and
disinfection of the second basin will begin in November,
and we expect final completion of the project by early 2015.
The reopening of the reservoir grounds, and announcement
of the date, will follow.

Discharge Pipe Repair
An approximately six-week repair of the reservoir discharge
pipe, beginning in early September, will require us to reroute
how water is supplied to some of the Sutro Reservoir
distribution zones. The work will not affect your water
quality or delivery.
The 62-year-old two-basin reservoir is the third largest in
the City. The rehabilitation will enable it to withstand a major
earthquake or other disaster, improving the reliability the
City’s drinking water supply after such an event.

Sutro Reservoir East Basin.

New Emergency Water Restrictions—
Mandatory Reduction in Outdoor Water Use
In response to the ongoing drought, the State has issued
new regulations to reduce outdoor water waste. To comply,
the SFPUC is requiring a 10% reduction in outdoor irrigation
of ornamental landscape and turf. We’ll begin with an
education-first plan to reduce the following water-wasting
activities:
• Watering outdoor landscapes in a manner that causes
runoff;
• Using a hose, without a shut-off nozzle, for any purpose;
• Using drinking water in non-recirculating fountains or
other decorative water devices;
• Washing down driveways/sidewalks except for health
and safety purposes.
The drought is an ongoing reality that all of us have to
address at home and elsewhere. We must continue
to conserve and stretch our supplies to meet current and
future demand.

New reservoir liner along the slope.

New Drinking Fountain for Restored
Reservoir Grounds
The public walkway will feature a new free-standing drinking
water station, with a bottle filler, drinking fountain and
pet bowl. Funding for the new fountain was generously
donated by Sutro Tower.

For further questions, please contact us at
waterconservation@sfwater.org or visit sfwater.org/
conservation for conservation resources and assistance.
Thank you in advance for your continued conservation.

Drought Requires New Plan for Landscaping
along Olympia Way
As a consequence of our current long-term drought and
the newly mandated emergency water restrictions on
outdoor watering, we are obliged to change our plans
for the planting and irrigation of flowering vines along
the Olympia Way sidewalk.
Instead, we will line the ground with weed barriers, covered
by a thick layering of redwood chips inside the new fencing.
This will give the area a more tidy and groomed look that will
not require irrigation. The new fence will continue to provide
a necessary safety barrier for pedestrians and other users
of the sidewalk bordering our property. A gate will allow
access for maintenance staff and the goat herds that we
will bring in periodically to control weeds and other
invasive growth.

10-year WSIP Anniversary
This year was the 10th anniversary of our comprehensive
Water System Improvement Program (WSIP). City officials,
labor representatives and others recently marked the
occasion with a tour of the Sutro Reservoir site—the last
of the WSIP projects inside San Francisco.
The 167-mile Hetch Hetchy Water System crosses three
active earthquake faults on its way to San Francisco. The
$4.6 billion WSIP upgrade program, now more than 85%
complete, has made our water lifeline much safer than it
was even five years ago. When the remaining projects are
finished, we will have the capacity to deliver water to our
consumers within 24 hours after a major earthquake.

Information and Monthly Updates
For questions and comments, or to receive monthly updates
by email, please contact Michele Liapes, (415) 554-3211,
mliapes@sfwater.org.
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Look inside for important information on upcoming construction in your neighborhood.
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