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SFPUC to Break Ground on Project to
Improve the Bay Area’s Water System
Bay Division Pipelines 3 and 4 Crossovers Project

Construction of the Bay Division Pipelines 3 and 4 Crossovers Project will begin in
Santa Clara in June 2009 at the Guadalupe River site located within the Ulistac Natural Area.

The Water System
Improvement
Program
The Bay Division Pipelines 3 and 4
Crossovers Project is a component
of the Water System Improvement
Program (WSIP). The WSIP, which
includes over 80 projects, is a $4.4
billion bond-funded program to
seismically upgrade and repair the
regional water system’s pipelines,
tunnels, and dams. This program
will ensure that clean, high quality drinking
water continues to reach your tap following
an emergency.

Need More
Information?
For more information, contact
Christina Kerby or Amy Sinclair
at (800) 571-6610 or email at:

baydivision@sfwater.org

www.sfwater.org/Ulistac
BLOG URL:
www.sfwater.org/crossovers
San Francisco Public
Utilities Commission
1155 Market Street, 11th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103
(800) 571-6610

In June 2009, the San Francisco
Public Utilities Commission
(SFPUC) will start work on a project
to upgrade the water delivery system
serving the South Bay and Silicon
Valley.

Each crossover will include a belowground concrete vault, housing
crossover valves and piping. Each
site will also include two adjacent
concrete pads supporting an
emergency generator, propane tank,
and electrical equipment. Each vault
will project approximately 3 to 4 feet
above ground and have a 3.5 foot
handrail around its top. An 8 foot
fence will surround two of the three
facilities.

The SFPUC proposes to construct
three new pipeline facilities called
‘crossovers’ along Bay Division
Pipelines (BDPL) 3 and 4 in the
cities of Santa Clara and Palo Alto in
Santa Clara County and in the Town
of Atherton in San Mateo County.
Constructed in 1952 and 1973,
BDPLs 3 and 4 carry water from
the Sierra Nevada mountains to
customers in the East Bay, South
Bay, Silicon Valley, Peninsula and
San Francisco. The pipelines are
important for supplying drinking
water and replenishing local
reservoirs on the Peninsula.
Crossovers allow the SFPUC to
shut-off the flow of water or move
water between pipelines during
emergencies, such as earthquakes
or pipe breaks, or for regular
maintenance or repair.

Crossovers allow the SFPUC to shut-off or move
water between pipelines during emergencies.

These facilities will be especially
important when the next big
earthquake strikes, allowing the
SFPUC to switch water between
pipelines 3 and 4 if necessary to
isolate a pipeline rupture, or take one
pipeline out of service for repair.
Currently, there are three existing
crossovers on BDPLs 3 and 4, spaced
approximately 8 miles apart. This
project will install 3 new crossovers
in SFPUC Right of Way, shortening
the distance between crossovers.

According to project manager Bryan
Dessaure, “Adding these crossovers
reduces the risk of flooding to homes,
businesses and major roads following
a pipeline break. Ensuring a reliable
supply of water and protecting public
safety are our top priorities.”
The crossovers are part of the
SFPUC’s Water System Improvement
Program to update, repair and
seismically upgrade the Hetch Hetchy
Water System, which serves
2.5 million people throughout the
Bay Area.

Construction in Your Neighborhood:
What to Expect at Ulistac Natural Area
Neighbors and visitors to the Ulistac
Natural Area can expect to see the
construction contractor on site beginning
June 2009.
Pre-construction soil and cultural
artifact survey work will take place
at the site in May 2009 and will last
approximately five days. A drill rig will
be on site during testing.
The Ulistac Natural Area will remain
open to the public during construction.
Some trail detours can be expected.
Detour and information signs will
be posted at least 30 days before
construction begins.
Visitors to the Ulistac Natural Area
may hear some construction-related
noise during work hours. However,
construction-related noise will be kept to
a minimum whenever possible.

What About the
Plants and Animals?
The Ulistac area is home to
a wide variety of plants and
animals. The SFPUC has
studied the environmental
impacts of this project on
sensitive species within the
Ulistac area, and will put
special measures in place
during construction to protect
the plants and animals that
call this area home.

Bay Division Pipelines 3 and 4 Crossovers Locations

Once the contractor is on site,
construction fences will go up and
digging and pipe work will begin.
Heavy machinery will be in use and
some walking paths will be temporarily
closed with detour signs posted.

Guadalupe River Crossover:
Within the Ulistac Natural Area
The first site to go into construction for the Bay
Division Pipelines 3 and 4 Crossovers Project
will be the Guadalupe River site, located
adjacent to an existing storm water pumping
station in an open space area managed by the
City of Santa Clara and Santa Clara University.
The Guadalupe River site is located within the
Ulistac Natural Area on Lick Mill Boulevard
in the City of Santa Clara. Construction is
anticipated to begin in June 2009 with
completion expected in Spring 2011.

Interruption of water service to nearby
homes and businesses is not anticipated.
Dirt and dust control measures will be
in place during construction.
Construction trailers will be on site
during construction. Materials and
equipment will be stored on site.
Shimmick Construction was selected to
complete construction of this project.
Shimmick is recognized as one of the
top contractors in the state, and recently
won an award for its innovative work on
Sunset Reservoir in San Francisco

Bear Gulch Site
Guadalupe River Site
Ulistac Natural Area
Barron Creek Site

Cultural
Resources

Santa Clara was once home
to the Ohlone Indians, and
at times during construction
excavations, Native American
artifacts or remains have
been discovered. SFPUC will
have a monitor onsite at all
times to watch for potential
artifacts or remains, and a
Most Likely Descendant of the
tribe will assist us with careful
relocation and preservation of
any artifacts found.

Existing conditions at Guadalupe Project Site.

Barron Creek Crossover in Palo Alto
Bear Gulch Crossover in Atherton
The Bear Gulch site is located on the southwestern side of the
Town of Atherton in SFPUC property. The site is on the grounds
of the California Water Service Company. Construction is
anticipated to begin in 2011.

The Barron Creek site is within SFPUC owned land, in the
southeast corner of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs Palo
Alto Hospital complex. The location is in the City of Palo Alto.
Construction is anticipated to begin in 2011.

